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Suggested Tefilla Structure for Primary grades

I. General Understandings: (based upon nix1in from Rabbi C M | Hodokov)

1.

vk W

A school is not a place where children come to daven; it is a place where children learn how to
daven

Children should understand the basic outline and overriding N of the ni79n they recite.
Children should not be davening more than 25 minutes

Children should not be taught to skip in the middle of n'7on

Children should learn to recite from all the sections of N nw daily

Il. Overriding principles of children’s n'79n:

1.

NNY N79N is divided into sections, NI>N2 ,NATT 7109 ,N79N7 NNTZn 19 ,0NWN NIDI2
N79N0 0I'0l DIIINN ,NMYY NINY N79N ,VnY RN ,VAY DR}

Children need to learn that they do not have to complete the whole of Nn"nw or even complete
an entire section. 7"Tn taught us N> X7W N2YNN MDA VYN 21V

The need to understand that they may not simply skip a n'7on

They need to know that they should learn to recite all sections of n'2nw but not necessarily in
their entirety; each day they will recite part of each section and start the next day where they
left off the previous day.

Children need to learn to recite NI79n correctly and to learn, in general terms, what the n'7on
means.

All 029N requires md so children need to be primed at the outset (it is suggested that a
moment of silence be instituted so that a teacher can quietly remind children that they are
about to start davening) to think about the fact that they are addressing n'>'mn '2'7n \'m
n"apn

lll. Rationale for the selection of ni'7on for each grade:

1.

As stated above, children should be able to have some basic understanding of the meaning of
the n179n they recite. (This is something the "7 12N stressed in his talks to children regarding
79N and the 7"tnxni D'7109 ') Thus, the recitation for example, the recitation of NTIN? NN
is introduced early on because the understanding of “needing to give thanks” is something a
young child is capable of. [lann on the other hand is not recited until 5" grade.

Clearly, the nia*wn of various NI79n as outlined in )Y |N7w is an overriding factor. Thus, for
example, JN awI* MWK is recited daily.

2"Tn were |7Nn various NI>NA to encapsulate the NI79N and they declared that there may not
be any variation for the nI1>1an 170. Thus the recitation of "MMXW 1N2 before nNTT 7109 and
NY NAN* after nONTT 7109 are essential regardless of how many DNt were recited.
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A child should feel comfortable while davening. He should not be burdened with more than he
can reasonably be expected to recite without losing interest and a level of concentration
commensurate with his age. (Rabbi Hodokov suggested that children in the first few grades
should not spend more than 25 minutes). The suggested selections should be with the comfort
zone of the children within the grade.

These principles could understandable yield different conclusions. Presented here is an outline
upon which reasonable people can differ. It is presented as a springboard for discussion.

VI. Suggested Rules to guide individual curriculum decisions:

1.

At ages 5-6 as children are introduced to new NI79n by heart, care should be taken that the
words are pronounced clearly and that if they are matched to a song, that the tune follows the
words not the words should follow the tune.

n79N is not a reading exercise but children must learn to read the words of n'79n correctly.

A nd12a should be recited in its entirety but b*™Intn and other tefillos can be said in part;
children do not have to complete a long 2In™ or the N1'w, they may stop in the middle. Tefillos
which are colored green are meant to be divided and recited in part, daily.

If children are stopped in the middle of a " (for the sake of time and brevity) they should
continue the next where they left off.

Children need to know that skipping around is not acceptable.



Suggested syllabus for a Tefilla Growth plan:
Note: This syllabus envisions what should be expected by the end of each grade

Preschool:

1. By the end his/her 4™ year (pre K) a child will be able to understand, appreciate and recite:
a. INNTN
b. o1 n%'w1%Y NdM
c. 170N
d. nweymoMa
e. YNV NN Y NIWURI nwIO

Approximate time: 15 minutes

2. By the end his/her 5" year (k or Pre 1a) a child will be able to understand, appreciate and
recite:
a. INNTN
b. o' n7'01 %Y NOMa
c. the 15 nwn NId12a correctly
d. NN npI
e. 170X N
f. nwxnoM
g. V7 manxL. v 7apn
h. ynw NXp 79 NIIYXRY nW1D
i.  DPTIYAN

Approximate time: 20 minutes



First grade:
By the end of first grade (1%') a child will be able to understand, appreciate and recite:
a. "IXNTN
D'T' N7'01 7V NDM
QX' YW 1D
nnw1 'R
the 15 A"nwin NIdDMNA correctly
NaRhY
MINN N1 7D
17 nIX NN
N'}'Y NDN]
W17 NaNKLL. "7y 7apn mn
1210 NN
MNNRY N2
. Y nAnw!
QX X' DN
ynw NXM 7Y MWK w1
ynv 7¢ nnw nw1o
KWW 7N L wTR Y
V"YU 2y ninIvxIN DM WY TNy
D' TN N
Approximate time: 20 minutes
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Second grade:

By the end of second grade (2") a child will be able to understand, appreciate and recite (
NI79Nin green are learned and recited in progression but not added daily):
a. N QDTN
b. o' n7'01 %Y NOMa
C. N'IWNK DM
d. nnwl PR
e. the 15nwn nid12 correctly
f. ¥
g. MIMNnNndI D
h. 170X N
TI'¥'Y D12
17 NaNKLL. "7y 7apn N
1210 NN
MMNRY N2
B ¥ Un Ba 1) [ L [}
w1 770 1770
Nt D 1N
D'MYN NN DX 1770
WUTN 'YW N7 N 1770
IWTP2 7-8 1770
n71v7 'n M
MY NANY!
IR X DN
YNy NXN7 7¢ NIIYKRY WIS
ynv v nnv nwno
N'XY'Y NYID
NN L DWTh Y
V'Y 29 NIIWRIN NIDNA WY TINGY
aa. (D17Y NIy TV NXTN) V'Y 27U NNNKRN NIDN WY T'77
bb. naw? n'7y
cC. D'P"TY N

— =X T

A =

N< x5 <gE o

Approximate time: 25 minutes



Third grade:

By the end of third grade (3"") a child will be able to understand, appreciate and recite (
NI79N in green are learned and recited in progression but not added daily):

nNnw PR

INwN NNM2

[NaRnll

MINN ndM D

N}y NdI]

W17 NANKLL. "7V 7apn 1N

nIv NN

INNRY N2

*ATIN7 N

*TI

N Y WUR

wo1 1770 1770

Nt a D 1PN

D'MYN NN DX 1770

wUTN 'Y N7 N 1770

IWT2 7-X 1770

n71¥7 'n M

*TIT N2

*n'n MY

MY NAnNY!

AN X' DN

ynw NXM 7¢ MWK nw1D

ynv v nav nwno

NX'Y NYIO

*[1221 2'¥'I NNAX

*12'MIAX DTV
e g L T e
. V"W 7w niniwxan NidMa W TinY?
. *V"w U NIYv¥nRn NN
. (017w Ay TY nxn) Y'Y 79 NnnNRN NN WY TN
. Nw7 'y

D' TN N

Sm 0 o0 T

S~ o TT o353

N < X s < g v

-~ 0D o 0 T
T o a0 oo

Approximate time: 25-30 minutes



Fourth grade:

By the end of fourth grade (4"‘) a child will be able to understand, appreciate and recite
(1797 in green are learned and recited in progression but not added daily):
INwN NN
MINN NdMa
N'Y'Y NDN]
W17 NaNKLL. "7y 7apn N
nIv NN
*D7 [ITX
* D X' DTN KN 0719
* 27 1IN
TMmamn
MMNRY N2
NTINT NNt
T2 '
. N Yl MU
wo1 770 1770
Nt a D 7N
D'MYN NN DX 1770
UTN 'YW 07 N 1770
IWTP2 7-8 1770
D71Y7 "N M
TIT AN
D' N'Y
MY NANY!
AN NI DN
*YIN7 'NnN
* NNyl N2 7-X7
*n?1y NANN
. YNy NNNR YU NIIWRY nw1O
. Vny 7Y nnv nwno
. N'X'Y NYIO
. [1231 2N X
. II'MIAX DTV
N TN L nwTn Y
. V'Y W NIWXRIN NiDMa WY
. V'Y 2w nryxnkin nidna
i. V'Y 729 nnnnxn NN whv
ji. naw7 17y
kk. D' TY X

S®m e o0 T

-8 T o 5 3

N < X s < v

S D O 0O T Q
o a0 oo

>
> 0

Approximate time: 30 minutes



Fifth grade:

By the end of fifth grade (5th) a child will be able to understand, appreciate and recite
(n179n in green are learned and recited in progression but not added daily):
17 MANKIL. Y 7apn 1N
v Nn

*NTPYN NUIS

DY X' DTN X' D71V

N7 TN

*N'2N NOIN Y'Y It
Tm'nm'n

*N12'212 NNy

KW N2

NTIN? Wnm

T2 e

N2 Y MUR

o1 770 1770

Nt a D 17

D'MYN N N DX 17N

wUTN 'Y 07 N 1770

IUTPA 7-X 1790

D71y7 'n 1N

TIT 2N

D'n N'Y

Y Nany!

AN X' DM

YIX7 RN

nmM'wi N2 7-X7

D71y NANX

YNY NXNP 7Y MIYKRY NW1D
aa. ynv v nav nw1o

bb. Ny nwNoO

CC. [1221 2" NN

dd. nmiax Nty

ee. TNW'INA L. NWUTN MY

ff. V"w 29 nniwxIN NN WY
gg. V"W 7w nivynNn ndM

hh. v"w 29 nnnnxn nidM W
ii. NN

jj. MUK

kk. 7ni rx7 xal

. orhvww

mm. 12178 |'N

nn. NawY? 'y

00. D'P'T¥ X

S 0o o0 oo

—_ X T -

S e T o5 3

N< X s < g Y

Approximate time: 35 minutes



