Chinuch Objectives of Daily Tefilla:

General Introduction to Tefilla

Overall Objective:

1.

Our primary objective is that every child should relate to Tefilla as an address to n"37n n"nnn

in either of 3 forms

a. Nn"7n v inay
b. 22VUN0 7V DXTIN
C. XN 7V ny7a

Therefore Tefilla it is neither a reading exercise nor a singing lesson, it is rather a time for
connecting with Him in an age appropriate way.

The meaning of grade appropriate objectives for Tefilla refers to: what will a child be able to
relate to and find meaningful and how much of that can he absorb and assimilate at a given age.

It does not mean what words they can translate.

Personal Daily Introduction to Tefilla:

Overall Objective:

1

Chazal tell us that the first general acknowledgment of HaShem’s kindness in granting us
another day of life is the recitation of 'Ix NnTin upon waking. Children should learn to feel that
this is the opening of a new day ofbwin NTIAVY in an age appropriate way.

Thenwin ni>12 are a further and detailed acknowledgment of what those kindness are.

I: Preparations for Tefilla:

Overall Objective:

1

Having established that our first overall objective is that children should relate to Tefilla as an
address to n"aj7n n"nnn Then it follows that every and any child must begin Tefilla only after
some basic preparation. The basics are described in the Shulchan Aruch, and they must be made
age appropriate for a particular child/ren.

One of the areas which Chassidus illuminated and concentrated on was personal preparation for
Tefilla.



N

Assuring personal preparation:
Physical preparation

1. Bodily functions

2. Proper dress

Mental preparation

1. Taking the mind off other things

2. Concentrating of the process of Tefilla
Spiritual preparation

1. Da Lifnei Mi Ata Omed

2. Giving Tzedoka

3. (Chassidus and Mikveh for older students)

. Assuring an appropriate environmental preparation:

Physical environment

1. Cleanliness of environment

2. Allow for basic concentration

Psychological environment

1. Removal of distractions

2. Lookinginto a Siddur

Communal environment

1. Tefilla B'Tzibur/ Appropriate classroom environment
2. Environment facilitates davening with along the tzibur
3. Communal starting and stopping

Il: The Process of Tefilla

Overall Objective:

1. Having established that our overall objective is that children should relate to Tefilla as an
address to N"27n n"nnn we need to do so with great care.

2. Reading from a siddur is a recitation process of one the aforementioned forms of Tefilla not a
speed reading contest. In Tefilla, talking to N"2j7n Nn"nnn proper pronunciation and tempo are
very important but even more so to make it an 272w NTIAV in an age appropriate way.

1. Reading the words of Tefilla:

a. Correct reading
1. Not mechanical but practiced reading
2. Appropriate pronunciation
3. Looking /pointing in the Siddur

b. Appropriate use of voice, tempo and (nusach)

1. Audible (but not shouting) use of voice



2. Learning to daven with appropriate nusach for Tefilla
3. Appropriate tempo (neither too fast or too slow depending on the age)

1. Understanding the words, structure and meaning of Tefillos:
Overall Objective:

1. “Pirush HaMilos” of Tefilla cannot be simply translated as the meaning of the words, it must
refer to the underlying essence of what the particular Tefilla coveys. (age appropriately)

a. Pirush haMilos
1. Appropriate understanding of key words (depending upon grade level)
2. General outline of the context of the Tefilla

b. The general meaning of each Tefilla
1. Overall understanding of Tefilla sections their purpose and meaning
2. The role of each part of Tefilla as part of the whole

c. Relating to the overall structure of the tefillos
1. The underpinnings of the Halochos of breaks and communication

Suggested Tefilla Structure for Primary grades

I. General Understandings (based upon nix1inof Rabbi C M | Hodokov):

1. Aschoolis not a place where children come to daven; it is a place where children learn how to
daven

2. Children should not be davening more than 25 minutes
Children should not be taught to skip in the middle of n'7on
Children should learn to recite all the sections of n'"nw daily

Il. Some overriding principles of children’s n79n

1. nmnw n?9nis divided into sections, NI ,NNATT 7109 ,N79N7 NNTZn ‘P19 ,ANWN NIDM2
N79NN DI'OI DNNN ,NMYY MINY N79N ,ynY DX VAW DR}

2. Children need to learn that they do not have to complete the whole of Nn"nw or even complete
an entire section. 7"Tntaught us N11D2 K7W N2NA MDA VYN 110

3. The need to understand that they may not simply skip a n'7on



They need to know that they should learn to recite all sections of n'anwbut not necessarily in
their entirety; each day they will recite part of each section and start the next day where they
left off the previous day (aI7Tn X" NN NX1IN 9"Y) .

Children need to learn to recite ni'7on correctly

Children need to learn, in general terms, what the n79nmeans.

All n79nrequires NdDso children need to be primed at the outset (it is suggested that a
moment of silence be instituted so that a teacher can quietly remind children that they are
about to start davening) to think about the fact that they are addressing n'>'7nn ' '
n"apn

11l. Suggested Rules to guide individual curriculum decisions:

1.

At ages 5-6 as children are introduced to new nI79nby heart, care should be taken that the
words are pronounced clearly and that if they are matched to a song, that the tune follows the
words not the words should follow the tune.

N79Nis not a reading exercise but children must learn to read the words of n79ncorrectly.
A ndashould be recited in its entirety but D"™intnand other tefillos can be said in part;
children do not have to complete a long “mmor the n1'w, they may stop in the middle.

If children are stopped in the middle of a "mtn(for the sake of time and brevity) they should
continue the next where they left off. Children need to know that skipping around is not
acceptable.

By third (3") grade children should be expected to recite:

a. NYn NnidDMha

b. nanwi (DM nnd IX) N MKW JNaas their nNTT 17109

C. Ynv nNxMp 7w 9"1,0%71Y NANK DD ,NNINAN X NDIA X NdNAas their w'z nidMa

d. V¥nX2 NIDI2 NND IX DDA, NRINNK W2W1T NRIYRIN NIDYA Wwas their recitation of v"w



